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frontiers have been reopened. For years to come, until a coherent
policy with regard to the birth rate has given the country the hands
it needs, it will be necessary to call in the foreigner.
In these conditions it is not sufficient to issue police regulations
for the exclusion of undesirables; we must have a genuine policy
of assimilation leading to the incorporation within the national
community of the foreigners necessary to the national economy.
It is a long-term policy and one with many ramifications.
In the first place, all foreigners, whether Jews or not, must be
deprived of everything that links them to their original nationality.
This means that they must be prohibited from using their own
language, at least in public, from buying publications in a foreign
language, from grouping themselves into autonomous communi-
ties with their own schoolmasters and priests. They must as
far 'as possible be scattered throughout the territory. That is
the negative aspect of the problem.
The positive aspect consists of obliging all foreigners to learn
French, and pressing them to marry French men or French women.
We must have quantities of lectures to put them in touch with
French thought, and centres or meetings where they will find
themselves side by side with genuine French people. Instead of
keeping foreigners at armVlength, the French must endeavour
to win them and draw them close.
This policy of assimilation must have its twofold penalties pro-
vided in the realm of citizenship and that of naturalization.
If it is unjust to deprive of their French nationality those who,
whether rightly or wrongly, have once been granted it, it is quite
legitimate for France to reserve public offices and certain manage-
ment posts for those who have been completely assimilated. It
is accordingly legitimate that certain Frenchmen regarded as
insufficiently assimilated should be deprived of certain rights, in
other words, should enjoy only a restricted citizenship. But this
discrimination, by its very definition, can only be exercised by
individual measures, and not by general measures such as the Vichy
Government has adopted.
The genuine French culture of candidates for these posts should
be verified at the moment of their application. We would even
allow that this verification should be resorted to retrospectively
in the case of individuals who may improperly hold certain posts
at the present moment. In this investigation many points should
be taken into account, such as the comparative length of time
elapsed since the family of the person concerned acquired French
nationality or since they came into residence on French soil,
the marriages contracted with French subjects or persons of a
different race, the links existing with foreign countries, the seat